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The Second BWS Conference built unhesitatingly on the success of last year’s inaugural conference. The Society’s ambitions to re-situate and reinvigorate Wittgensteinian discussion and insight are clearly something for which there is not just a taste, but a hunger. 
 
 Entitled ‘Wittgenstein and Naturalism’, the conference was held at the University of Hertfordshire on 13-14 June, and welcomed 94 delegates from universities across the UK and all over the world: Germany, Canada, the United States, Spain, Holland, Israel, Belgium, Switzerland.
 
 The conference was opened by the Society’s President, Dr Danièle Moyal-Sharrock, with an impassioned summoning to the philosophical adventure ahead. The luminary line-up of speakers – John Searle, Lynne Rudder Baker, David Papineau, Anthony Kenny, Meredith Williams, P.M.S. Hacker, Owen Flanagan, Daniel D. Hutto, Jesse Prinz and Williams Child – embraced the conference theme with equal parts of philosophical gusto and generosity. 
 
 It was a conference where ‘isms’ abounded: multiplying, splintering off into sub-isms, being embraced, claimed, rejected and downright spurned. John Searle’s dog, Gilbert, and his various ball-catching beliefs featured significantly and Gilbert will no doubt find himself the subject of future philosophical referencing, along with Russell. The other dog.
If philosophy is an activity, then the lecture hall at Hatfield’s De Havilland campus briefly became the equivalent of Wimbledon’s centre court during the heady days of John McEnroe and Bjorn Borg. The serve and volley of the more scientifically-orientated philosophers battled it out with the baseline game of those who wished to draw lines of philosophical demarcation elsewhere in the intellectual sand. For me, the highlight of a terrific weekend, was the commitment and courtesy with which Peter Hacker and Jesse Prinz exchanged views on what might or might not be philosophy. A question whose importance seemed to go to the very heart and point of the conference. That and the new jargon-busting technical term introduced by John Searle and bedded in by Lynne Rudder Baker: ‘Bonkers!’

Chairing the talks this year was a particular demanding task with so many eager respondents and questioners prompted by the provocative talks. Laurence Goldstein took the role to new heights when he pointed out that Jesse Prinz’s hair showed just how being both blue and green all over might actually be an empirical and not just a grammatical matter. This spot of philosophy occurring between the talks was just one example of the rich discussion had by all the delegates over coffee and cakes, and the terrific dinner on Saturday night. 

Next year’s conference, ‘Wittgenstein and Aesthetics’ will be held in Southampton, beginning the BWS’s peripatetic task to spread the Wittgensteinian word to all points of the compass. 

